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ABSTRACT

The abrogation of the Constitutional Provision Article 370 for the erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir and the formation of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir marked a new beginning
for the people of Jammu and Kashmir. This paper examines the post-370 situation in Jammu and
Kashmir in the broader context of historically major political shifts in the Union Territory, drawing on
official data, media reports, and secondary scholarship. It also evaluates the security and
counterinsurgency measures in the post-370 era. The study further examines the socio-economic
transformation, civil society, youth, and radicalisation trends in the post-370 political arrangement.
Furthermore, it briefly examines the diplomatic and international dimension of Kashmir in the post-370
era. The region has witnessed some tangible changes on ground-level, like a decline in separatism and
violence, economic and infrastructural development, a tourism boom, and socio-cultural
transformation. However, significant challenges remain. These include the adaptive strategies of
militant groups, non-traditional security threats, public concerns over employment and land rights, civil
liberty issues, and the political discontent stemming from the continued absence of statehood. The paper
aims to qualify that a stable and inclusive transition in Jammu and Kashmir requires a nuanced balance
between security imperatives, democratic aspirations, developmental goals, and meaningful political
empowerment.
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Introduction

On 5 August 2017, the BJP-led NDA Union government abrogated Article 370 and Article 35A
of the Indian Constitution(Bureau P. 1., Parliament approves Resolution to repeal Article 370; paves way
to truly integrate J&K with Indian Union, 2019). These two Articles of the Indian Constitution were
major provisions dealing with the Special Status of the Erstwhile state of J&K, which then became a
Union Territory. Before proceeding, it is important to discuss the background to Article 370 and its
constitutional significance, as well as its importance to the people of J&K.

In 2019, Article 370 was around 70 years old. The Constitution of India came into force on 26
January 1950, along with the special provision for the state of Jammu & Kashmir in the form of Article
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370. Article 370 was debated for five months by then Prime Minister of India J.L. Nehru and his
colleagues with the Prime Minister of J&K Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah and his colleagues from May
to October 1949. As per A.G. Norrani, “the state of J&K is the only State in the union of India which
negotiated the terms of its membership with the union. The Constituent Assembly merely put the
imprimatur of its approval on 17" October 1949 to a draft agreed between the union and the
state.”(A.G.Noorani, 2011).

Here a question arises: Why did the Union government agree to negotiate the terms with the
state of Jammu and Kashmir for its membership? The answer lies in the complexity of the issue of
Kashmir and pre-&post-partition developments. On 6" of August 2010, P. Chidambaram, then Union
Home Minister, acknowledged in the Rajya Sabha that Jammu & Kashmir has acceded to India in
unique circumstances. He further added that the state poses a unique problem that requires a unique
solution(A.G.Noorani, 2011). The argument put forward by P. Chidambaram is valid and based on facts
that are very much ingrained in history. The circumstances in which Jammu & Kashmir acceded to India
are in reality very special; the Jammu & Kashmir Freedom movement against Dogra rulers and politics,
the partition of India and the formation of Pakistan, the choices to princely states, the Pakistan offer to
Maharaja Hari Singh, the trouble in Poonch, the restlessness in Pakistan and tribal raids, the cruelties by
raiders, the British officers act to annex the Northern Areas to Pakistan, the instrument of Accession and
the plebiscite offer and UNSC resolutions(Dewan, 2004). It is given these developments that the state of
Jammu and Kashmir was guaranteed autonomy under the Indian Constitution. Article 370 gave J&K the
right to have a separate constitution and flag of its own. Further, it accepted that the power of the union
Parliament to make laws for the state of J&K shall be limited to matters specified in the instrument of
Accession(Chowdhary, 2019).

It is pertinent to mention here that the J&K National Conference, led by Sheikh Abdullah, had
a base in Kashmir, and it was not very popular in Jammu. People of Jammu felt alienated due to various
reasons, resulting ina kind of political vacuum. The Indian National Congress could have found enough
following in the region had it made an effort. However, due to its decision not to compete with the
National Conference and leave the political space open,the party discouraged a local unit of Congress in
Jammu. Congress formally entered the politics of the state in 1965. But all of this had consequences; this
political vacuum in Jammu was filled by a locally organised Praja Parishad, which had some similarities
with the Bhartiya Jana Sangh. It was this organisation that started giving new directions to regional
politics in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. Praja Parishad, along with RSS and BJP, opposed the
special status to J&K. It mobilised people on religious lines and organised an agitation in 1952, which
was supported by other Hindu rights organisations. It raised the slogans of One Constitution, one flag,
and one Prime Minister, opposing the special status of J&K by tooth and nail and asked for the complete
integration of J&K with India(Chowdhary, 2019).

Bhartiya Janta Party, formerly Bhartiya Jana Sangh, and its leaders opposed the special status
of J&K from day one. Theyargued that the abrogation of 370 wasan important step for the complete
integration of J&K into India. Shyam Prasad Mukherjee died in Srinagar for the same cause. Soon the
BJP started strengthening its foothold in Indian politics. They declared complete war against Article
370. In 2014, the BJP won the elections, but during this term, they didn’t touch 370.It was in 2019 PM
Modi’s second term, that Article 370 was abrogated. It is important to mention here that the process of
eroding the article 370 was started during the time of its architect PM Nehru, who announced in Lok
Sabha on 27" November 1963 that “Article 370 has been eroded, if I may use the word, and many
things have been done in the last few years which have made the relationship of Kashmir with the union
of India very close. There is no doubt that Kashmir is fully integrated. We feel that this process of
gradual erosion of 370 is going on. Some fresh steps are being taken, and in the next month or two, they
will be completed. We should allow it to go on. We do not want to take the initiative in this matter and
completely put an end to Article 370.”(A.G.Noorani, 2011).

Now, another important question here is-What was the rationale put forward by the Modi
government behind the abrogation of Article 370? As mentioned in the above paragraph, the primary
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reason behind the abrogation was the complete integration of J&K with the rest of India. This was the
core ideological idea of the BJP, for which the process was launched by their founding leaders like
Syam Prasad Mukherjee in the 1950s. Finally, the task was accomplished on 5" August 2019 under PM
Modi. The second important reason was security related; The union government has argued that 370 has
given rise to separatism in Kashmir and is a major concern for security forces while they operate in
J&K(Staff, 2019). The leading English daily The Hindu mentioned in its story that in the backdrop of
the Pulwama Attack, once again the justified rage of the public turns to the special status on the state of
Jammu and Kashmir. Before proceeding to the crux of why this timid stop-gap has been deleterious for
the country, it must be pointed out that radicalisation of Kashmiris is a disparate issue, best dealt with
through the Vajpayee doctrine of “Insaniyat”, combined with no countenance of separatists.(Hindu, Full
text of document on govt.’s rationale behind removal of special status to J&K, 2019)

The Same Article also Mentions,

However, the provision empowering the State with ‘special’ status has always been the
elephant in the room. Jammu &Kashmir, along with its sensitive topography, appears like a foreign
policy issue, instead of a domestic one, due to its status in our Constitution. There exists an unnecessary
chasm between the citizens of Kashmir and the rest of India. It borders on being trite, but sadly, must be
reiterated — Article 370 and Article 35-A must go(Hindu, Full text of document on govt.’s rationale
behind removal of special status to J&K, 2019).

There were multiple other reasons put forward by the Union Government for the abrogation of
370, like women's rights, minority rights, economic growth, and others(Staff, 2019).

Amid this context, this paper intends to give an overall view of the post-370 situation in J&K. The study
will cover the post-370 political landscape and political shifts in J&K. It will analyse the security and
counterinsurgency measures in the post-370 era. Furthermore, the paper will discuss socio-economic
transformation, civil society, youth, and radicalization trends in the post-370 political setup. Also, the
study will briefly examine the diplomatic and international dimensions of Kashmir post-370.

Political Landscape and Policy Shifts
. Impact of the Abrogation of Article 370

The revocation of Articles 370 and 35A in August 2019 significantly changed the political
dynamics of Jammu and Kashmir. The former state was divided into two Union Territories (J&K and
Ladakh), with J&K receiving an elected assembly but with notably limited powers, akin to the
governance model of Delhi UT. While the Union government defended this reorganization as a move
towards greater integration with India, it has intensified distrust among various segments of the
Kashmiri population(Hindu, Full text of document on govt.’s rationale behind removal of special status
to J&K, 2019). Many view it as an effort to undermine Kashmir’s identity and political independence
(PTIL, 2020). Although there was a prolonged period of curfews, restrictions, and security measures that
initially kept the peace, the long-term consequences have resulted in heightened alienation and
discontent among the people(Wani A. , Life in Kashmir After Article 370, 2020). The elected
government led by Omar Abdullah, despite being in office for several months, has found it challenging
to establish its authority, as crucial decisions continue to rest with the Lieutenant Governor and the
Union government(Igbal, 2025).

. Mainstream Political Parties vs. Separatists

Following the abrogation, both mainstream political leaders and separatist figures were
detained, effectively dismantling organized separatist structures in the region(Fareed, 2019). Political
parties traditionally associated with Kashmir’s governance, such as the National Conference (NC) and
the People’s Democratic Party (PDP), opposed the move and faced similar treatment to separatist groups
during the initial crackdown(Fareed, 2019). Over time, while mainstream leaders were gradually
released, key separatist figures continue to remain imprisoned. In response to the abrogation, Kashmir-
centric parties formed the People’s Alliance for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) to advocate for the
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restoration of J&K’s special status(Karthikeyan, 2024)(PTI, 2020). These parties have increasingly
adopted softer separatist rhetoric, emphasizing issues like identity, autonomy, and regional grievances,
which further blur the line between mainstream political discourse and separatist narratives(Aurif
Muzafar, 2025). Recent parliamentary and assembly elections in Kashmir have seen a rise in anti-370
sentiment, with voters largely supporting pro-restoration parties. The National Conference and other
regional parties have capitalized on these sentiments to garner electoral support, showing that while
separatist tendencies have weakened, they still play a role in Kashmiri politics(Aurif Muzafar, 2025).
Although separatist organizations have lost their traditional stronghold, the underlying discontent
persists, and the possibility of their resurgence in the future cannot be dismissed(Majid, Article 370
dominates J&K Assembly session as public issues take backseat, 2025)(Hindu, Kashmir conflict: On the
J&K elections, 2024).

. Electoral Politics and Representation

Electoral participation in post-370 Kashmir has been marked by political contestation and
changing public sentiment. The first elections after the abrogation, the District Development Council
(DDC) elections, experienced low voter turnout, which opposition parties criticized as a mere tactic by
the Union government to project an image of normalcy(Aurif Muzafar, 2025). However, the 2024
parliamentary elections saw a notable change, with a robust electoral response from the people of
Kashmir. The National Conference achieved a clear mandate, campaigning on a platform that called for
the restoration of special status(Bureau T. H., 2024).

A significant highlight of these elections was Engineer Rashid's victory from Tihar Jail, where
he defeated Omar Abdullah in Baramulla. Rashid, who is imprisoned on terrorism-related charges,
garnered substantial public support, highlighting the ongoing appeal of anti-establishment narratives in
the region(Rashid, 2024). His win, along with the success of other Kashmir-centric parties, illustrates
how political discourse is still heavily influenced by the abrogation of Article 370, demands for
statehood, and identity politics(Gilani, 2024).

In the recent assembly elections, the NC-led coalition secured a comfortable majority,
reinforcing the notion that concerns over identity erosion and political disempowerment continue to
shape electoral behaviour(Anand, 2024). Despite the BJP’s attempts to weaken the influence of
traditional Kashmiri parties, voters have reaffirmed their trust in these parties, viewing them as the only
political force capable of challenging the central government’s decisions regarding Kashmir(Ranjan,
2024)(Anand, 2024).

. New Delhi’s Political Strategies

Since 2019, the Union government has adopted a two-pronged strategy—targeting separatist
groups(Nazir, 2024) while also fostering development, governance reforms, and economic
initiatives(Team, 2024). A range of outreach programs and financial packages have been introduced to
enhance infrastructure, attract investment, and create jobs(Team, 2024). The Lieutenant Governor’s
administration has emphasized good governance, anti-corruption efforts, and reforms in public service
to boost administrative efficiency(Javeed, 2023).

The economic outcomes of these efforts have been mixed. Tourism has seen unprecedented
growth, and there has been an uptick in private-sector investment across various industries(Team, 2024).
Nevertheless, issues related to job creation, land rights, and local representation in governance continue
to raise concerns(Wani A. , Life in Kashmir After Article 370, 2020). Although separatist violence has
been largely contained, the political alienation felt by Kashmiris has intensified, and scepticism about
the central government’s long-term goals remains a significant hurdle(Yashwant Deshmukh, 2023).

While New Delhi’s approach has brought about short-term stability, its effectiveness in fully
integrating Kashmir into the national framework will hinge on its capacity to balance security measures
with genuine political engagement and economic empowerment. The political changes following Article
370's abrogation suggest that, although institutional separatism has been considerably diminished, it still
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plays a role in shaping public sentiment and influencing electoral politics and regional discussions in
new and evolving ways as we have seen in recently held assembly elections(Anand, 2024).

Security and Counterinsurgency Measures
. Militancy Trends Post-2019:

The revocation of Article 370 in August 2019 significantly altered the militancy landscape in
Kashmir. The government has reported a decrease in overall militancy-related incidents, attributing this
to strict counterinsurgency measures, enhanced surveillance, and crackdowns on separatist networks
(Team, 2024). However, while there has been a decline in large-scale attacks and organized militant
activities, a shift in militant tactics has become apparent (Vaid, 2024). There is an increase in "hybrid
militancy,”" where young individuals, radicalized locally, carry out attacks and then blend back into
civilian life, complicating efforts for security agencies to monitor them. Moreover, targeted killings—
particularly of non-local workers, minorities, and security personnel—have raised alarms about the
evolving nature of insurgency in the region (Hindu, ‘Hybrid’ militants, a new challenge for security
forces in Kashmir, 2021).

The recent Pahalgam attack in April 2025 has raised eyebrows in the Union Government, as it
has raised serious questions regarding the tall claims of the Union Government regarding normalcy and
the end of terror in the valley. The involvement of two locals in the Pahalgam attack has exposed serious
security lapses in the security system of the valley and laid to rest the claim that Kashmir is all fine and
post-370 separatism has ended. The recent attack on tourists has clearly shown the change in the strategy
of terror groups post-370, which is challenging to security forces and the valley tourism. Because now
the clear target is not just peace and stability, but it is economy (Geelani, 2025).

Despite the government's assertions of improved security, militancy in Kashmir has not been
eliminated but has instead transformed (Vaid, 2024). The recruitment of local youth into militant groups
persists- numbers are less now (Ashiq, 2025), often fuelled by socio-political alienation, economic
hardship, and digital radicalization (Peerzada, 2021). Cross-border infiltration from Pakistan continues
to be a significant issue, as clearly visible in the Pahalgam attack, albeit reportedly at lower levels
(Singh, 2024). The intensified crackdown on overground workers (OGWs), who support militant
operations, has led to considerable disruption of traditional militant networks (Team, 2024). The
transition from organized insurgency to individual and small-group militancy indicates that while the
security forces have adjusted to conventional threats, new challenges in counterterrorism remain,
leaving the future of militancy in Kashmir uncertain.

. Government’s Counterinsurgency Approach:

The government's approach to counterinsurgency after the revocation of Article 370 has
centred on a comprehensive strategy that includes heightened military operations, intelligence-led
surveillance, and legal actions against separatist groups. Security forces have focused on the targeted
elimination of militants, especially through search-and-cordon operations, and have effectively disrupted
overground worker (OGW) networks that assist insurgents (Team, 2024). Furthermore, stricter anti-
terror laws like the UAPA (Unlawful Activities Prevention Act) and PSA (Public Safety Act) have been
extensively utilized to detain those suspected of supporting militancy (Kapil, 2024). The government has
also implemented economic and administrative actions, such as seizing properties and imposing
financial restrictions on individuals associated with militant organizations. Additionally, there has been
a greater emphasis on counter-radicalization initiatives, monitoring social media for extremist content,
and limiting internet access during critical times to curb the spread of militant narratives (Kapil, 2024).
Although these actions have resulted in a decrease in large-scale militant attacks, emerging challenges
like hybrid militancy and targeted killings suggest that the insurgency in Kashmir is evolving rather than
being eliminated (Ramachandran, 2024).
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. Cross-Border Influence:

The impact of cross-border dynamics on militancy in Kashmir is a crucial issue following the
revocation of Article 370. Pakistan continues to play a vital role in financing, training, and facilitating
militant operations (Ashiq, 2025). Although official reports indicate a reduction in infiltration attempts
due to increased surveillance (Ashiq, 2025), the introduction of drones for smuggling arms and narcotics
has become a new strategy to evade border security (Ayjaz Wani, 2024). Organizations such as Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), and The Resistance Front (TRF) still receive backing from
handlers based in Pakistan, which helps them recruit local militants through digital propaganda and
secure communication methods (Ashiq, 2025). Furthermore, efforts to disrupt cross-border terror
financing have included crackdowns on Hawala transactions and the confiscation of assets associated
with separatist groups (Kapil, 2024). Nevertheless, the recent Pahalgam attack and the ongoing presence
of foreign militants in confrontations and the ideological support from Pakistan-based entities suggest
that cross-border influence continues to pose a significant challenge to the evolving insurgency in
Kashmir.

. Public Perception & Human Rights:

The situation in Kashmir after the abrogation of Article 370 is intricate, influenced by a
combination of political, security, and socio-economic elements. The removal of Jammu & Kashmir’s
special status sparked significant unrest, characterized by strict restrictions, extended internet blackouts,
and mass arrests of political and separatist figures, which have intensified local grievances (Wani A. ,
Life in Kashmir After Article 370, 2020). While the government defends its security actions as essential
for maintaining order, human rights organizations have raised alarms over arbitrary arrests, enforced
disappearances, and limitations on free speech (Bhasin, 2024). Laws such as the UAPA (Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act) and PSA (Public Safety Act) have been criticized for stifling dissent, with
journalists, activists, and ordinary citizens facing legal repercussions for voicing their political views
(Bhasin, 2024). Moreover, the heavy military presence and regular cordon-and-search operations have
fostered an atmosphere of fear, with ongoing concerns about extrajudicial killings and custodial abuse
(Watch, 2024). Conversely, the government’s initiatives to enhance development, create jobs, and
improve infrastructure are presented as efforts to gain public confidence, although scepticism remains
widespread. The changing realities on the ground reveal a significant gap between government actions
and public feelings, posing a considerable challenge for reconciliation in the post-370 landscape
(Ramachandran, 2024) (Wani A., Life in Kashmir After Article 370, 2020).

. Shift of Militancy from Kashmir Valley to Jammu Division:

While there has been a notable decrease in militancy in the Kashmir Valley, recent trends show
a geographical shift in insurgent activities towards the Jammu division (Hindu, A new trend: On
militancy in Jammu and Kashmir, 2024). This change has become especially clear in the years following
the abrogation of Article 370, with a growing number of militancy-related incidents reported from
Jammu’s border districts and remote areas. Although security forces have effectively limited large-scale
militant operations in Kashmir, the emergence of new insurgency patterns indicates that militancy has
not been eliminated but has instead adapted to the evolving situation (Hindu, A new trend: On militancy
in Jammu and Kashmir, 2024).

The increase in militancy-related incidents in Jammu is a worrying trend, as this region has
historically seen lower levels of insurgency compared to Kashmir. This strategic shift suggests that
militant groups are taking advantage of new vulnerabilities while trying to reignite insurgency in areas
once thought to be stable (Singh, 2024). While the overall security situation in Jammu & Kashmir has
improved, it would be hasty to claim that militancy has been eradicated. The changing tactics, regional
shifts, and adaptability of militant networks require a constant re-evaluation of counterinsurgency
strategies to maintain long-term stability throughout the region (Shabir, 2024) (Hindu, A new trend: On
militancy in Jammu and Kashmir, 2024).
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Socio-Economic Transformations

The socio-economic changes in Kashmir following the abrogation of Article 370 have been
characterized by both developmental strides and ongoing difficulties. The government has focused on
fostering economic growth through various infrastructure projects, attracting industrial investments, and
implementing employment generation schemes, all to integrate Jammu and Kashmir into the national
economy (Kapil, 2024). The tourism sector, vital for the region, has seen a resurgence with record
numbers of visitors, boosting economic activity (Bilal Ahmad Mir, 2024). However, local businesses,
particularly in agriculture and handicrafts, have faced challenges due to disruptions from security
measures, internet outages, and political unrest. The abrogation also allowed non-residents to access
land and business opportunities, raising concerns about the potential marginalization of the local
population, both demographically and economically (Ramachandran, 2024). While initiatives backed by
the government, such as investment summits and improvements in digital connectivity, are presented as
indicators of progress, there is still scepticism about their long-term impact, especially regarding youth
unemployment and economic inequality (Wani A. , Life in Kashmir After Article 370, 2020). The
disconnect between state-led economic strategies and local needs continues to influence the socio-
economic dynamics in Kashmir, making it a significant element in the wider separatist narrative.

Civil Society, Youth, and Radicalization Trends

The landscape of civil society, youth, and radicalization trends in Kashmir has changed
significantly since the abrogation of Article 370, influenced by political repression, socio-economic
issues, and the impact of digital media. The government's crackdown on separatist groups, NGOs, and
independent media has limited traditional means of mobilization, yet discontent remains, especially
among the youth. With a lack of political dialogue and rising unemployment, many young Kashmiris
feel increasingly isolated (Wani A. , Life in Kashmir After Article 370, 2020). The emergence of
"hybrid militancy," where radicalized individuals participate in militant activities while still presenting
as civilians, has introduced a new layer to the security dilemma. Social media and encrypted messaging
apps have become crucial for radicalization and recruitment, often driven by militant networks based in
Pakistan (Ashiq, 2025). In response, the government has ramped up counter-radicalization initiatives,
focusing on education, sports, and vocational training to engage young people (Saroj Kumar Arya,
2025). However, restrictive measures like the UAPA and PSA, along with frequent internet shutdowns
and media censorship, have bred resentment, deepening the trust gap between the state and its citizens
(Watch, 2024). Although large-scale protests have diminished due to heightened surveillance and
crackdowns, targeted attacks and localized resistance suggest that frustration continues to brew beneath
the surface (Geelani, 2025). The long-term effects of these policies are still unclear, raising important
questions about whether the current security-focused strategy will effectively deradicalize Kashmir’s
youth or only reinforce separatist sentiments.

Diplomatic and International Dimensions

The diplomatic and international aspects of Kashmir following the abrogation of Article 370
have been marked by India's assertion of sovereignty, Pakistan's diplomatic manoeuvres, and changing
global reactions. India has consistently argued that the revocation of Jammu and Kashmir's special status
is an internal constitutional issue, resisting any calls for external mediation and presenting the decision
as a move towards regional stability and development (Khalid Shah, 2020). On the other hand, Pakistan
has attempted to internationalize the matter, expressing concerns at platforms like the United Nations
(UN), the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), and other multilateral forums (Mishra, 2020).
However, these initiatives have seen limited success, as most major global powers, including the United
States, the European Union, and Gulf nations, have prioritized counterterrorism cooperation and
regional stability over direct involvement in Kashmir (Shah, 2020).

Among international players, China has been the most outspoken in its opposition to India's

Kashmir policy, largely due to its strategic interests in Ladakh and the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) (Today, 2019). The ongoing India-China border standoff in Ladakh has further
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complicated the regional security landscape. Additionally, global human rights organizations have
occasionally raised alarms about restrictions on civil liberties, extended communication blackouts, and
allegations of excessive force in Kashmir, bringing the situation into the international spotlight (Shah,
2020). Nevertheless, India's growing economic and strategic partnerships with key global powers have
ensured that Kashmir remains a secondary issue in international diplomacy, often discussed within the
broader frameworks of bilateral India-Pakistan relations, counterterrorism efforts, and geopolitical
alignments rather than as a standalone dispute that requires external intervention (Khalid Shah, 2020).

The Future of Separatism: Trends and Projections
. Decline or Resurgence?

While data from after the abrogation of Article 370 shows a noticeable drop in separatist
activities in Kashmir, it would be hasty to claim that separatism has entirely disappeared from the
region. The history of separatism in Kashmir has been influenced by a complex mix of political, social,
and external factors, proving to be resilient despite various counterinsurgency efforts. This indicates that
tackling the issue requires a thorough, long-term, and multifaceted strategy rather than just a focus on
security measures(Geelani, 2025).

Another important change in the period following the abrogation is the shift in militant activity
from Kashmir to the Jammu division, reflecting a changing landscape of insurgency(Hindu, A new
trend: On militancy in Jammu and Kashmir, 2024). Additionally, even with the government's stringent
counterinsurgency tactics, militancy in Kashmir has persisted, though in a different form. The rise of
"hybrid militants" and targeted attacks underscores the adaptability of insurgent networks, emphasising
the necessity for a continuous, multi-dimensional approach that extends beyond military action to
include political dialogue, socio-economic development, and counter-radicalisation efforts(Hindu,
Hybrid militants: a new challenge for security forces in Kashmir, 2021).

. Government Policies for Reconciliation:

Following the abrogation of Article 370, the Indian Constitution and all central laws were fully
implemented in Jammu and Kashmir, aligning the region with the rest of India(Bureau P. 1., Impact of
Abrogation of Article 370 On J&K, 2021). The government rolled out various governance reforms,
focusing on grassroots democracy to empower the local population. Additionally, special economic
packages were introduced to boost development and tackle long-standing economic issues(Majid, Five
years after abrogation of Article 370, Kashmir sees hope, challenges and transformation, 2024). While
the Union government has taken significant steps to combat separatism, the post-370 environment has
also brought about new socio-political challenges that have heightened public concerns(Wani A. , Life
in Kashmir After Article 370, 2020).

One of the most urgent worries among the people of Kashmir is the fear of demographic
change, driven by policy shifts regarding land ownership and employment rights. The removal of
exclusive protections for land and jobs has created widespread uncertainty throughout the region(Wani
A., Life in Kashmir After Article 370, 2020). These issues underscore the complexities of governance
after the abrogation, where economic and administrative reforms are being pursued alongside increasing
mistrust among certain segments of the population. While the government seeks to reduce separatist
sentiments through integration and development, it is essential to address these emerging challenges
with thoughtful policy measures and inclusive dialogue to ensure long-term stability and avert potential
unrest in the future.

. Role of Youth & Ideological Shifts:

Many people believe that the new generation in Kashmir is gradually embracing modernity, a
trend that has been further accelerated by the reforms introduced by the Union government after the
abrogation of Article 370. The youth in Kashmir are increasingly attracted to modern advancements and
opportunities, which plays a vital role in countering separatist sentiments and promoting integration with
the rest of India. This change is aiding the government's efforts to stabilize the region and diminish
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insurgent influence by involving young people in education, technology, and economic
development(Sunpreet Kour Sodhi, 2023).

However, while modernization offers a significant opportunity for long-term peace, it needs to
be approached with care and strategic insight(Wani A. , Life in Kashmir After Article 370, 2020). The
government should adopt a conflict transformation strategy, ensuring that policies focus not just on
suppressing separatism but also on addressing the root grievances and promoting genuine reconciliation.
A balanced and inclusive approach that emphasizes dialogue, cultural preservation, and socio-economic
development will be crucial in navigating the complexities of Kashmir’s transformation and achieving
lasting peace and stability in the region(Majid, Article 370 dominates J&K Assembly session as public
issues take backseat, 2025).

The widespread condemnation of the Pahalgam attack and protests, and the shutdown in the
valley, indicate a shift(AIR, 2025). This was a great opportunity to reach out to Kashmiris and take full
advantage of the situation against Pakistan. But post Pahalgam, attacks on Kashmiris outside the Valley
have taken ball to another direction and have again added to the alienation among Kashmiris against the
rest of the Country(Sharma, 2025). This needed to be taken in a serious way to address the alienation
among Kashmiris and motivate them to join the fight against terror and its handlers.

. Geopolitical Influence:

The relationship between India and Pakistan is currently at one of its most tense points, with
India firmly maintaining that “terror and talks cannot go together. Post Pahalgam attack, India has
shown and strengthened its promise to the world that terrorism is unacceptable and it will have
consequences through Operation Sindoor(Mehra, 2025). As India continues to emerge as a significant
global power, making notable progress in economic growth, diplomacy, and strategic influence,
Pakistan is facing unprecedented political instability, economic challenges, and internal security issues.
This disparity in power dynamics has positioned India as the dominant player in dictating the discourse
in bilateral relations. On the global front, Pakistan’s diplomatic clout has considerably waned,
exacerbated by its unsuccessful efforts to internationalize the Kashmir issue after the abrogation of
Article 370. The lack of international backing for Pakistan regarding Kashmir further emphasizes
India’s strengthening in global politics. A weakened Pakistan has also played a role in diminishing
separatist movements in Kashmir, as external support for insurgent activities has been
disrupted(Majumder, 2023).

Regardless, regional, religious and global events could still shape the future of separatism in
Kashmir. The Palestinian conflict, which resonates deeply with Muslims around the world, has the
potential to stir separatist feelings by bringing together Shia and Sunni groups on ideological
grounds(Arraf, 2023)(Jafar, 1995-96)(Matthiesen, 2024)(wire, 2025). Moreover, the presence of the
Taliban in Afghanistan poses a strategic concern, as Pakistan’s intelligence agency (ISI) might leverage
these networks to rekindle militancy in Kashmir(Wani A. , Resurgent Taliban and its implications on
Kashmir, 2021). Additionally, the global rise in Islamophobia presents another hurdle, as perceived
religious discrimination could incite radical narratives and anti-state sentiments in the region(Aljazeera,
2020)(Shamim, 2019). Given these shifting geopolitical dynamics, it is essential to carefully and
proactively assess regional and international developments related to Kashmir. This will help India craft
policies that effectively address both internal security and external strategic threats with prudence and
foresight.

Conclusion

Post-370, Jammu and Kashmir witnessed developments on several fronts. Overall, the newly
organised UT of Jammu & Kashmir appears to be on the right track vis-a-vis political and economic
development, and other related aspects are concerned, but it is pertinent to mention that certain issues
are prevail. The apprehensions of Kashmir is regarding demographic change and land, and job rights are
concerning, leading to alienation. Additionally, terrorism in some form or the other form is still
prevalent, which is ingrained in this alienation. Pakistan’s strategy also appearas manipulating the same
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to advance terror in the valley further. The recent Pahalgam attack has raised important questions related
to quality of security and hollow claims of zero terrorism in J&K. In the post-Pahalgam attack era, it is
understandable now that misreading the situation could be dangerous for the security of India in the
future. India must craft its policies for Kashmir in a more nuanced and balanced way, which could
attract Kashmir is towards the mainstream and end the alienation. So,a people-oriented approach
focused on conflict transformation along with a strong security grid will preferably work in Kashmir to
bring an end to terrorism and alienation and to establish complete stability and peace. Kalhana in the
Rajtarangini mentioned that Kashmir may be conquered by the force of spiritual merits, but not by the
forces of soldiers(Zutshi, 2013). To end terror in Kashmir, only Kashmiris could help, so a Kashmir-
centric approach is the need of the hour.
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